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The dedication demonstrated by Shumet
Demie is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Shumet Demie for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her
high school career to her college career and
future accomplishments.

——
A PROCLAMATION HONORING
ELIZABETH LIPPENCOTT FOR

WINNING THE OHIO DIVISION IV
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Elizabeth Lippencott showed hard
work and dedication to the sport of basketball;
and

Whereas, Elizabeth Lippencott was a sup-
portive team player; and

Whereas, Elizabeth Lippencott always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with her friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Elizabeth Lippencott on
winning the Ohio Division IV State Basketball
Championship. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship she has dem-
onstrated during the 2007-2008 basketball
season.

———————

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR
SECURE ELECTIONS ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 15, 2008

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, while | was un-
fortunately absent for the vote on H.R. 5036
due to commitments in my home state of Cali-
fornia, | would have voted in support of this
legislation had | been present. | am deeply
dismayed that the bill failed to pass by a wide
margin.

As an original cosponsor of H.R. 5036, the
Emergency Assistance for Secure Elections
Act, | thank Congressman HOLT for his vig-
orous efforts to provide emergency support to
states and counties that wish to ensure that all
votes are accurately counted through the use
of paper ballots. This bill would provide assist-
ance to states and counties that voluntarily
choose to use paper-based voting systems.
States would be able to seek federal reim-
bursements for emergency paper ballots that
are offered in the event of technological fail-
ures. The bill would make funding available for
the development of procedures to conduct
hand-counted audits or to hand-count the re-
sults of elections.
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Free and fair elections are fundamental as-
pects of a representative democracy like the
United States, and we must provide the nec-
essary support to our state and local govern-
ments to strengthen the integrity of our de-
mocracy. In the 2004 election, while wide-
spread usage of electronic voting machines
helped standardize our nation’s voting system
and prevented some of the problems that oc-
curred with punch-card ballots in the 2000
election, there were reports of voting irregular-
ities, some of which were due to glitches in
electronic voting machine software. This is
why it is absolutely necessary to make avail-
able paper receipts that each voter can verify
for themselves.

To this end, | am also a cosponsor of H.R.
811, the Voter Confidence and Increased Ac-
cessibility Act. The legislation would require
voting systems to produce a voter-verified
paper record suitable for a manual audit
equivalent or superior to that of a paper ballot
box system.

A few years ago, | held a town hall meeting
on electronic voting at Santa Clara University
to expand my knowledge and public aware-
ness of direct recording electronic (DRE) de-
vices. The program provided much insight into
the development of DREs but it also left many
unanswered questions about their security and
reliability. Since then, | have supported legisla-
tion that seeks to ensure a voter verifiable
record and greater openness in the testing
and certification process of DREs.

Even as secure technology is developed,
voter verifiable records will sustain the high in-
tegrity of our voting processes. It is imperative
that Congress helps support those states and
counties that are willing to use paper ballots to
strengthen our democracy until electronic sys-
tems that produce a paper trail are available,
and to ensure that all American votes cast will
be counted.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIM MAHONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam Speaker,
on April 17, 2008, | missed votes because |
was attending my daughter Bailey’s equestrian
event. Bailey is competing today at the 2008
Varsity Equestrian National Championship in
Waco, Texas. She is a senior at Oklahoma
State University and has been a member of
the OSU equestrian team since her freshman
year.

———

TRACY KRAUSE: PHYSICAL EDU-
CATION TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker. | want to
congratulate Mr. Tracy Krause being recog-
nized as the National Physical Education
Teacher of the Year. The award was pre-
sented on April 11, 2008, at the National As-
sociation for Sport and Physical Education
(NASPE) Hall of Fame Banquet. The NASPE

April 17, 2008

is a non-profit professional membership asso-
ciation that sets the standard for practice in
physical education and sport.

Mr. Krause is a Physical Education teacher
at Mount Tahoma Senior High School. He has
taught Physical Education for 15 years. His
contributions to physical education were rec-
ognized because of his innovative approach to
physical education and wellness. Rather than
just focusing on activities students can do on
the track and in the gym during that particular
school day, Mr. Krause exposed students to a
lifetime of physical activity such as biking, hik-
ing and climbing with positive results and
ever-increasing interest from students and ad-
ministrators. Mr. Krause takes responsibility
for the lifetime fitness of his students, not just
the years they are enrolled in his class.

Apart from his work at Tahoma High, Mr.
Krause is a National Board Certified Teacher
who has presented numerous workshops and
conferences and supervises pre-service teach-
ers at regional universities throughout Wash-
ington State. The work he is doing to better
the fitness level and overall wellness of young
people is a wonderful anecdote for relieving
pressure on an increasingly expensive health
care system.

| again congratulate Mr. Tracy Krause for
the recognition he received from the NASPE,
encourage him to continue in his important
work and thank him for the lives he has al-
ready permanently changed for the better.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 2008

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | was not
present in the House chamber for votes on
April 3, 2008.

If I had been present, | would have voted
“yes” on rollcall No. 159, a motion to recom-
mit H.R. 4847, the United States Fire Adminis-
tration Reauthorization Act, with instructions to
amend the bill (forthwith) to provide liability
protection to firemen that provide inspection
services or advice on the use of child safety
seats to their communities.

| would also have voted “yes” on rollcall No.
160, final passage of H.R. 4847, the United
States Fire Administration Reauthorization Act.

———

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE
CONSERVATION SYSTEM ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ROB BISHOP

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 9, 2008

The House in Committee of the Whole
House of the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2016) to establish
the National Landscape Conservation Sys-
tem, and for other purposes:

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Chairman, | would
like to submit for the Record portions of an ar-
ticle from the Tucson Weekly that was pub-
lished on February 15, 2007.

FOLLOWING THE AMNESTY TRAIL

Leo W. Banks follows one of Arizona’s

most popular illegal alien crossing routes
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